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Our Mission:
; iding transitional housing and
O | l es rtive services to youth 2@ed 16
are experiencing homelessness.

Spring 2010 Newsletter
MARCH IS NATIONAL SOCIAL WORKERS MONTH

Executive Director Sheri Benham has the Social Work Code of Ethics hanging in her office as a reminder of the foundation
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has two major underlying values: the dignity and worth of a persgrand the importance of human relationship®ne of the
important factors that makes Stepping Stones unique is that we do not just provide youth with services, we provide them with

a home and a social network synonymous to a family.

There are many ways that we at Stepping Stones have instilled these values into our programs
& and services, one being the Community Center. We keep the Community Center staffed and open
ll to residents every weekday evening and on weekends for them to interact with staff, volunteers,
and each other. With a kitchen, computer lab, TV, and living room area, the space offers a safe
environment where residents can seek one-on-one time with staff or volunteers when needed, or
simply relax in the company of others. Weekly meetings are held in the Community Center for
which residents take turns cooking a meal. It is this kind of supportive environment that we
believe will teach our residents to become self-sufficient and independent adults.

In honor of National Social Work Month we would like to send a hugethank you out to our Executive Director Sheri Benham
and to our Social Work interns Gabby BaehlCarol SidellCarly Sirlirand Audrey Spencas well as Emily Cowaimur AmeriCorps
Health Coordinator for their hard work and dedication to Stepping Stones! Our program would not be possible without our
current social work team as well as those that helped us in the past!

HOMEWARD BOUND 2010 IS COMING SOON! STEPPING STONES HAS EXPANDED!
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There is still time to get involved and helpus LY UKS L} ad &SENJ { dSLILAY

reach our goal! o Created a new RA position and moved the two Resident
Assistants into a new apartment thanks to a grant
received from the Jack Hopkins Social Services Fund

HOMEWARD BOUND e Moving the Resident Assistant out of the Community
T Center allowed us to add a new computer lab for
Find out all of the information regarding this eventRage 2 residents to enjoy.
e Addedanewbedii 2 GKS o02&Qa | LJ NI
NEW GRANTS RECEIVED now able to house 7 residents. We also continue to
develop programs to reach out to other at-risk youth in
« Community Development Block Grant our community.

« Community Foundation of Bloomington and Monroe County See ourQuarterly Reporbn Page 3for more details on our

_ _ _ _ expansion as well as other updates from Stepping Stones!
 United Hope Foundation of Indianapolis

Thank you to these organizations for your support!

We want to do our part for the environment by reducing paper use. if you would like to receive your newsletters electronically please
send an email message to wwade@steppingstones-inc.org. Thanks!
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SAVE THE DATE!
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HOMEWARD BOUND

Uniting to Provide Housing and Fight Homelessness in Indiana.

Our Goal this year is to raise
$7,000
Support Stepping Stones and help
us reach our Goal!

In April, Stepping Stones will be taking part in the 8"
annual Homeward Bound walk. This event takes place in
11 communities throughout the state of Indiana and
seeks to raise awareness for affordable housing and
homelessness needs.

This years Bloomington walk will take place April 18" at
Third Street Park. Registration will begin at 11:30am with
pre walk entertainment. At 1:00pm the walk will
commence followed by food, fun, team recognition and
refreshments.

This is Stepping Stones 5™ year participating in this event.
Last year the walk brought out more than 500 people and
generated more than $40,000.

To date Stepping Stones has received $18,000through
this event! Our goal this year is to raise $7,00Q

Go to www.homewardboundindiana.org to register
today!

Transitional Opportunities for Youth

APRIL 18™, 2010 11:00AM-4:00PM
THIRD STREET PARK

How You CAN GET INVOLVED:

e Start and lead your own team and start raising money
for Stepping Stones with friends and relatives and get
them to create their own teams.

« Join an existing team. Stepping Stones has many teams
with staff, board, and residents for you to join and help
raise money.

e Find a team to donate on behalf of Stepping Stones.

« Find a walker to donate on behalf of Stepping Stones.

» Or you can make a general donation to be split evenly
amongst the 11 participating agencies.

YOUTH POVERTY AND HOMELESSNESS IN INDIANA

e There are approximately 36,441 homeless youth in
Indiana.

e 8% of teens in Indiana are not attending school or
working.

e In 2008, 18.9% of children in Monroe County were
living in poverty.

e In 2008, the average monthly total of children in
Monroe County in need of social services was 146.

e 151 kids in Monroe County School District were
identified as homeless in 2008.

National Alliance to End Homelessness, 2006
Indiana Youth Institute/National KIDS COUNT Program
Monroe County School District

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS

¢ Icing on the Cake, May 4 : Dessert and Award
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Myers! Thanks for all the work you do!
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Stones!

Look for more information on our upcoming events on
our website, Facebook, Twitter, and MySpace pages!

We want to do our part for the environment by reducing paper use. if you would like to receive your newsletters electronically please
send an email message to wwade@steppingstones-inc.org. Thanks!
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Quarterly Report

PROGRAM UPDATE: THEQUARRY

Stepping Stones has launched a new pilot program: The
Quarry! The Quarry opened in February as our outreach
program to serve at-risk youth in addition to current and
former residents. New participants join on the basis of
referral from a school counselor or advisor, and as we are in
the beginning stages of program development,
leaders have chosen to start the program small.
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The Quarry was developed to provide supportive
services to those teens that, due to space
limitations, could not be housed at Stepping
Stones but are still in dire need of the type of
services we offer. The program is designed to teach and
support life and social skills such as money management,
employment, cooking, shopping, tutoring, and education.
Participants create individualized plans with goals and
objectives, and leaders help them gain knowledge of and
access to other supportive services in the community.
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outreach services, and we hope that this program will be only
the beginning of more expansive services in the future.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Stepping Stones is dependent on those in the community to
help us maintain a safe, friendly, and relaxing environment for
our residents. During the holiday season, the Indiana
University School of Informatiaad the Unitarian Universalist
Churchprovided presents for our residents and donations for
our program!

In addition, Tom and Dee Rillmade a generous donation of a
television and the Professional Firefighters Union
[ 2 Ol f dommatyos M@rdhased a Wii. This allowed
our Community Center to be more welcoming and
enjoyable for our current and former residents as
well as other at-risk youth.

From all of us here at Stepping Stones, we would
like to send out a huge THANK YOU! for helping us make
wishes of all of our residents become a reality! Your kindness
and generosity is truly appreciated!

CHECK OUT OUR ANNUAL REPORT

Our Annual Report is now available on our website
www.steppingstones-inc.org.  This  will give you a
comprehensive look of our accomplishments and activities in
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available to at our office. If you are interested in receiving a
copy please contact Warren at (812) 339-9771 or
wwade@steppingstones-inc.org.

PLEASE PRINT YOUR INFORMATION LIKE YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT ON OUR DONOR REPORTS:

NAME EMAIL BRO10
COMPANY (IF CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP DONATION)
ADDRESS: PHONE

STATE ZIp
A $1000 A $500 A $250 A $150 A $100 A $50 A OTHR____
THISGIFTIS A IN HONOR OF:

A IN MEMORY OF;

p>3]

PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE THIS GIFT TO:

A | WOULD LIKE INFORMATION ON AUTOMATIC DONATIONS OPTIONS

A | WISH TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS

Stepping Stones deeply values the contributions that our donors make to sustain our mission. To protect your privacy, your personal donor
information will not be traded or sold with other organizations.

We are a 501(C)3, tax exempt corporation. Your contributions are tax deductible as allowed by current law.
Our Tax ID# is 06-1730901. Please return to Stepping Stones P.O. Box 1366 Bloomington, IN 47402

We want to do our part for the environment by reducing paper use. if you would like to receive your newsletters electronically please
send an email message to wwade@steppingstones-inc.org. Thanks!



March is Youth Art Month!

Recently one of our male residents was featured in
The Herald Time#{ ( dzRSy G | NI Q
stated the following __
about the drawing, | f'
entitled The Human| '/
Effect (%
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image, | wanted to | "]
represent the effect |-
that a human has i,
when placed over or |\
around a simple 3-D )
shape. It  also {1\

represents me as a

person trying to overcome the simple things that
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age 18

Nursery.

CONTACT US

P.O. Box 1366
Bloomington, IN 47402

Phone: (812) 339-9771
Fax: (812) 339-2991

Email: info@steppingstones-inc.org
Visit our website at: www.steppingstons-inc.org

Resident Update

Two of our current residents, age 18, are
interning with WonderLab and Halls

One our male residents, age 18, has worked
at Scholars Inn Bakehouse for four years!

e One our female residents, age 18, was
featyred in, The Herald Timesvhere she
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Learning Center.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

3 8 0 iMag fous of quk Ssides awill Rb§ y» (Make a monetary donation®Fill out a donation
completing their high school career and
officially graduating! Congratulations to
each and every one of you for your hard
work! The staff at Stepping Stones could
not be more proud of you!

slip or visit our website to make a contribution
through PayPal

e Make an in-kind donation Visit our website at
www.steppingstones-A Y O 2 NBH G \@isH
LISTD €
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e Volunteer Opportunity We are in need of
volunteers willing to help us out in many
different ways! If you are interested in becoming
a mentor, a tutor, or even a host of a party or
dinner for our residents please contact us!

For other opportunities to get involved,
visit our website!

Become a fan of us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/pages/Stepping

-Stonesinc/45592145978

@Y1 Be our friend on MySpace!

www.myspace.com/steppingstonesbloomington

Follow our Tweets!

! www.twitter.com/Stepping_Stones
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